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Newton Hall /nfants' School Prevent Pollcy
Protecting Children from Extremism and Radicalisation

Childcare Iorow‘ders have a vital role to Iolay in protecting children and
young Ioo,olole from the risks of extremism and radicalisation. This role is
underpinned by the Counter Terrorism and SecurLtH Act (2015) to have
due ro,gar‘d to the need to prevent peolole from being drawn into
terrorism.

The Prevent Strategy, publlshed by the Government in 2011 is part of an
overall counter terrorism strategy CONTEST. The aim of the Prevent
strateqy is to reduce the threat to the UK from terrorism bg stopping
Ioeo‘ple becam(ng terrorists or supporting terrorism activity. This has
raised a sloeclflc need to safeguard children, young Ioeople and families
from violent extremism and terrorism. /\/atlanally, there have been
situations in which extremist groups have attempted to radicalise
vulnerable children and young Ioo,olole to hold extreme views. Such
views include Justiﬁqin\q Ioolitlcal, religiaus, sexist or racist violence, or
to steer individuals into a r(g(d and narrow Ld(wlagy that is either vocal
or active opposition to fundamental British values including embracmg
dlversity and mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and

beliefs.

Newton Hall /nfants’ School is fully committed to safeguardmg and
promoting the welfare of all children and young Ioo,olole who we work
with. As a childcare loraw’der we recognise that safeguardlng against
radicalisation is no different from safeguardlng against any other
\rulnerabillty.

All staff are expected to uphald and promote the fundamental
Iormclples of British values, anludmg demacracy, the rule of law,
individual llberty and mutual respect, and tolerance of those with

dlff@r@ntfa(ths and beliefs.

Newton Hall /nfants' School  values freedom of sloeech and the
expression of beliefs / Ldeology as fundamental r(ghts underp[nning our




society’s values. Children, young Ioeololo, and all childcare workers have
the rlght to sloea/e freo,ly and voice their opinions however, freedom
comes with reslocmsibllitg and free sloeech that is designed to maruloulato,
the vulnerable or that leads to viclence and/or harm of others goes
against the moral Iormclloles in which freedom of sloeech is valued. free
sloeo,ch is not an unq,ualiﬁed prlvllege; it is subject to laws and pol[cies
governing chuality, human rlghts, community safety and community
cohesion.

The current threat from terrorism in the United K(ngdom may include
the explattaticm of vulnerable people, to involve them in terrorism or in
act(v(ty in suloloart Uf terrorism. The normalisation of extreme views
may alsc make children and young Iowple vulnerable to future
man(pulatlcm and Qxlolo(tatlan. Newton Hall /nfants’ School is clear that
this exlololtatlcm and radicalisation should be viewed as a safo,gu.ardmg
concern.

Newton Hall /nfants' School seeks to protect children and young Ioeolo[e
against the messages of all violent extremism tncluding, but not
restricted to, those linked to [slamist Ldeolagy, Far Right, Neo Nazi or
White Suloremacist Ldeology, Irish Nationalist and Loyalist Ioaramtlltary
groups or extremist Environment and Animal Rights movements.

Links to other policces

Palicy Statement links to the fallowmg pol(c(es:

Safeguardlng
Eq/uallty and Discrimination Palicy
Anti—Bullymg Pol(cy

Behaviour Pallcy and Prmclloles Statement

Aims and Prlnc(ples

To ensure all childcare staff are aware of the Prevent Strategy and are
able to protect children and young /ow/ole who are vulnerable or at risk
of bemg radicalised by War/elng al(mgside other professicmal bodies and
agencies to ensure that individuals are safe from harm.
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The prmclple, objectives are that:

e All staff Wor/elng or \falunteermg within a childcare/out of school
setting wiill:
> Have an understanding of what radicalisation and extremism
are and Why we need to be vigilant in a childcare setting.
> Know what the childcare/out of school Iorovldo,r Ioolicy is on
safeguarding from radicalisation and extremism and will follow
the Ioal(cy when issues arise.

o All parents will know that the childcare/out of school prow’der has
Ioal(c(es in Iolaco, to /eo,elo children and young Ioo,olole safe from harm
and that the childcare provider r@gularly reviews its systems to
ensure they are aloloroloriato, and foective.

Definitions

e Radicalisation refers to the process by which a person comes to
support terrorism and extremism leadlng to terrorism ( Append(x

1).

o Extremism is defined bH Government in the prevent strategy as:
Vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values, anluding
democracy, the rule of law, individual l(berty and mutual respect
and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. Also include in the
definition of extremism calls for the death of members of our

armed forces ( Appendix 1).

o Terrorism is defined by Government as The use of violence in
order to acca/n/a//j/z /OJ/z'z‘/ca/, /'e/zy[au; or social Jb/ecz‘[tfej B
Terrorism is a criminal act that influences an audience beyand
the immediate victim. Effectiveness is not the act itself but the
impact on Government and the Ioubllc.

Procedures for referrals




Keo,,omg children and young Iowple safe from these risks is a
safeguardmg matter and should be aloloroached in the same way as
safeguarding children from other risks.

Although serious incidents mvolvmg radicalisation have not occurred at
Newton Hall /nfants’ School and although the risk is minimal in County
Durham, it is important for us to be vigllant and remain informed about
the issues which affect risks to the provision. All staff are reminded to
dispel belief that instances of radicalisation could not haloloen here'.

When any member of staff has concerns that a child or young person
may be at risk of radicalisation or involvement in terrorism, they should
spea/e with the childcare/out of school prow’der’s Slngle Point of Contact
(SPOC) for safeguarding Ioulo(ls from radicalisation and invelvement in
terrorism. They will be reslocmslble for contacting the Police Prevent
Team who will assess whether the child or young person may be at risk
of radicalisation, and where relevant, the Police Prevent Team will

refer them to the Local Authorlty Channel Panel (Appendlx 2).
The SPOC for Newton Hall /nfants' School is Mrs L Frazer

Durham Police Prevent Team - To,leloh(mo, 0191 3752234 — Email:
/-/Qspeclalbranch@durham .pnn .pallce. uk

Risk reduction

The childcare Ioravlder /V\anagement Team, Board of Governors and the
Designated Safeguard[ng Leads will assess the level of risk within the
childcare/out of school setting and put actions in place to reduce any

L‘dentlﬁed risks.

Children and young Ioealole are regularly taught about how to stay safe
when using the internet and are anauraged to recognise that /owlole
are not always who they say theg are online. They are taught to seek
adult hello if thQH are upset or concerned about anythlng they read or
see on the internet.

Staff Training



mailto:HQspecialbranch@durham.pnn.police.uk

The childcare/out of school praw’der will ensure that staff have due
regard to the need to prevent Ioealolo, from belng drawn into terrorism’.
7710,5 are aware of the threats, risks and vulnerabilities that are linked
to radicalisation and they understand the signs that someone may be
vulnerable to radicalisation.

Trainmg may be undertaken via a brtefmg, Q—leammg or a face to face
Wor/esholo to raise awareness of Prevent (WRAP) session.

Palicy Review

This Ioal(cy statement will be reviewed armually as part of the overall
Child Protection and Safeguardmg /oollcg review

Appendlx |
Indicators of Vulnerabllity to Radicalisation

. Radicalisation refers to the process by which a person comes to
support terrorism and farms of extremism leadlng to terrorism.

2. Extremism is defined bg the Government in the Prevent Strategy
as: Vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values,
including democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and
mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. We
also include in our definition of extremism calls for the death of
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members of our armed forces, whether in this country or
overseas.

. Extremism is defined by the Crown Prosecution Service as:
The demonstration of unaccelotable behaviour b&/ using any means
or medium to express views which:

Encourage, just(fy or 9lorlfy terrorist  viclence in

furtherance of Ioarticular beliefs;

o Seek to Iorovo/eo, others to terrorist acts;

. Encaurage other serious criminal activity or seek to prava/eo,
others to serious criminal acts; or

e foster hatred which mtght lead to inter-community viclence

in the UK.

. There is no such thlng as a "t\LonLcal extremist’: those who become
involved in extremist actions come from a range of bac/egraunds
and experiences, and most individuals, even those who hold
radical views, do not become involved in violent extremist activity.

. Children and young Ioeople may become suscepttble to
radicalisation through a range of social, Ioersona[ and
environmental factors - it is known that violent extremists exlolatt
vulnerabilities in individuals to drive a Wedge between them and
their families and communities. [t is vital that all childcare
Iora\fldo,r staff are able to recognise those vulnerabilities.

. Indicators af vulnerabillty include:

/dentlty Crisis — the child or young person is distanced from their
cultural / rellglaus heritage and experiences discomfort about
their Iolaco, in society;

Personal Crisis — the child or young person may be experiencing
famlly tensions; a sense of isolation; and low self-esteem; they
may have dissociated from their existing friendship group and
become involved with a new and different group of friends; they
may be searchmg for answers to questions about Ldentlty, faith

and belonglng ;




Personal Circumstances — migration; local community tensions;
and events affo,ctmg the child or young Ioersan's country or region
of origin may contribute to a sense of grievance that is triggered
by Ioer‘sonal Q,xloo,rlence Uf racism or discrimination or asloects of
Government policy;

Unmet Asptratlons — the child or young person may have
perceptions of injustice; a feo,lmg of failure; rejection of civic
life;

Expe,rie,nces of Crtminality — this may include involvement with
criminal groups,  imprisonment, and poor resettlement /
remtegratlcm;

Individual Needs — child or young person may experience
difficulties with social interaction, empathy with others,
understand(ng the consequences of their actions and awareness
of the motivations of others.

However, this list is not exhaustive, nor does it mean that all
children or young Ioo,alole experiencing the above are at risk of
radicalisation for the purposes af violent extremism.

. More critical risk factors could include:

. Bemg in contact with extremist recruiters;

. Accessing vioclent extremist websites, especlally those with a
social networ/emg element;

. Possessmg or accessing violent extremist literature:

. Uslng extremist narratives and a glabal Ldealogy to exlolam
Ioerscmal disadvantage;

. fustif%ng the use af violence to solve societal issues:
. foinlng or seeleing tojoin. extremist orgamsatwns;

. Stgniﬁcant chan.ges to appearance and / or behaviour; and




. Exloeriencing a hlgh level of social isolation resulting in issues
of ldentity crisis and / or persanal crisis.




Appendix 2
Roles and Responsibilities of the Single Point of Contact (SPOC)

The SPOC for Newton Hall /nfants’ School is Mrs L Frazer who is

respanstble for:

. Ensuring that staff are aware that you are the SPOC in relation to
Ioratectmg children and young Ioeo,ole from radicalisation and
involvement in terrorism;

. /V\amtammg and applgmg a gaad understandmg of the relevant
guidance in relation to preventing children and young Ioealolo, from
becommg involved in terrorism, and protecting them from
radicalisation bH those who support terrorism or forms of
extremism which lead to terrorism;

. Ra(smg awareness about the role and resloansibtl(ties af Newton
Hall /nfants' School in relation to Ioratecting children and young
people fram radicalisation and involvement in terrorism;

. Ra(smg awareness within the orgam’satlon of safeguarding
processes relat(ng to Ioroto,ctmg children and young Ioeolole from
radicalisation and involvement in terrorism;

. Actmg as the first pamt of contact within the Urgamsatlcm for
case discussions relatlng to children and young Ioeolole who may
be at risk of radicalisation or involved in terrorism;

. Callattng relevant information in relation to referrals of
vulnerable children and young Ioealole into the Channel* process

via the Police Prevent Team*: and

. Attendlng Channel meetmgs, where necessary, to support
assessment and intervention.
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*The Police Prevent Team will carry out an initial assessment to
ascertain whether the child or young person may be at risk of
radicalisation, and where relevant, will refer them to the Local

Authorlty Channel Panel.

* Channel is a multi-agency aloloraach to lorovide suloloart to individuals
who are at risk af bo,mg drawn into terrorist related activity. Channel
aims to:

e f[stablish an foective multi—agency referral and intervention
process to support vulnerable individuals;

. Safeguard individuals who mlght be vulnerable to belng
radicalised, so that tho,y are not at risk of bemg drawn into

terrorist-related acttvlty; and

e Provide early intervention to protect and divert people away fram
the risks they faco, and reduce vulnerablllty.
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