Newton Hall lnfants' School SEND Information Report 2023-2024
Address: Newton Hall /nfants' School, Langley Road, Newton Hall, Durham, DHI 5LP

Telephone: 0191 3861203
E—Mall:newtonhall@durhamle,arnmg.ne,t

Website: www.newtonhallinfants.co.uk

1. Introduction

Welcome to our SEND Information Report which is part of Durham County Council’s Local Offer
for children and young people with Special Educational Needs. For further information about the
Local Authority’s Local Offer, please visit the County Durham and families website
hitp /fwww, countydurhamfamilies. info/kb5/durham/fsd/localoffer. page

At Newton Hall /nfants’ School we recognise that all pupils are entitled to a quality of provision
that will enable them to achieve their Ioatential. We believe in positive intervention, removing
barriers to le,arm'n.g, raising expectations and levels of achievement and Wor/emg in partnersh[p
with other agencies in order to Iorovide a positlveeducatwnal ex,oeriencefor all our pupils anludmg
those with a sloecial educational need or disability.

Our school recognises there are particular groups of pupils whose circumstances requtreadditicmal
consideration by those who work with them to suploort their SEN.

At Newton Hall /nfants' School we ensure that all pulmls, regardless of their specc'flc needs make
the best Ioossible progress.

The SEN /nfarmatian Repart was reviewed and updated in November 2024 It is ulodatedannually
with views of parents/caro,rs taken into consideration. It is monitored, evaluatedand ratified by our
governing body, through our SEND governor.

This SEN Information Ro.port should be read alongstde the school's SEND Poltcy, the Ec;ualltles
Information and Objectlves and the Accesslbllltg Plan, which can all be foundin the School Policies

section of our website.
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http://www.countydurhamfamilies.info/kb5/durham/fsd/localoffer.page
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Definition

A child or young person has SEN iff th ey have a /ear/z//zy a’gj‘}‘cu/{y or a’z‘jabz‘/z‘{y which callsfor a;aecz’a/
educational provision lo be made that is additional to or different from thatmade ye/ze/'a//j/ Jor
other children or young /oea/a/e of the same age. (CoP 2015, Io76)

Broad areas of need — There are four broad areas of special educational need, theseare:

Communication and interaction — Includes pupils with  Autistic Spectrum

Condition (ASC) and those with Sloeech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN).

Cagnltlcm and leamlng — Includes louloils with Speciﬁc Leammg Difficulties ( SPLD) , Moderate
leaming difficulties (MLD), Severe Lo,arning Difficulties (SLD) and Profoundand /V\ultl,ole Leammg
Difficulties (PMLD).

Social, Emetional and Health Difficulties — Includes any f)uptls who have an emotional,social or

mental health need that is impacting on their ability to learn.

Sensory and/or Phys(cal Difficulties — Includes Iouloils with hearmg impairment, vlsuallmpatrment,

multt—sensorg meairment and physical difflculties.

K ey Contacts

The following are the main contacts for Special Educational Needs and Disability atNewton Hall
Infants” School:

Mrs. L. Frazer is the Headteacher and Designated Special Educational NeedsCoordinator
(SENCO)

Mr. J. Robson Designated Special Educational NeedsCoordinator (SENCO)

Mrs. C Mason (Chair of Governors) is our designated SEN Governor

If you would like to discuss our SEND Information Repart in detail Iolease contact theschool to

arrange an a,opomtment.




2. SEN Provision

The kinds of SEN that are Provlde,d for:
At Newton Hall /nfants' School, we have experience of supporting children and youngpeop[e

with a wide range of need anluding.'

* General learning difficulties

e Speech and language difficulties
e Behavioural difficulties

e Social and emotional needs

o Autism

e Down Syndrome

e Gross and Fine Motor Needs

* Sensory Processing Needs

o Hearing /m,oalrmen.ts

o Visual /m,oalrmen.ts

e Physical Disability

e Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)

The school Iorow‘des data on the levels and types of need to the Local Authority. This iscollected

through the school census.

Our approach to teaching children and young ,peo,ple with SEN

Newton Hall /nfants' School pr(des itself in bemg very inclusive and will endeavour to support
every child regardless of their level af need. The curriculum is all the plarmed activities that the

school organises in order to pramote leamlng, Ioersonal grcrwth and deve[apment.

It includes not Unly the formal requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage and the National
Curriculum, but also the range of additional aploortunltles that the school organises in order to
enrich the experiences of our children. By encouraging Lndeloendence at all age and abillty levels
we endeavour to develolo confidence, improve self-esteem and promote enthusiasm in all our

pupils through a rich stlmulatmg environment.

How we adapt the curriculum and le,amlng environment far children and young ,pe,c'plewith SEN




We believe that inclusive education means supporting all Iou,olls to learn, contribute and participate
in all aspects of school life alangslde their peers. Some of the actions we mayta/ee to achieve this
are:

O Ho,llo all Ioup[ls achieve to the best of their abilities, des,olte any dszlculty or disablllty they
may have, for Q,xamlole prcrvld[ng a visual time table so that children with social
communication difficulties can understand the dally routine.

O /V\od[fy the curriculum (Each of our subjects has a Enablmg and Ada,otmg the Curriculum
poltcy, which can be found on the subject pages) to meet individual needs, for example
showmg children visual prompts so that they can understand instructions.

0 Ensure that teachmg staff are aware of and sensitive to the needs of all Ioulotls, through
sharmg goad practice in staff meeting times.

0 To make suitable provision for children with SEND to fully develop their abilities,interests
and a,otitudes and gain maximum access to the curriculum. Children Wlthhtgh needs can
be Iorovlded with their own box of resources for o,xamplo, a sensorybox to support sensory
or emotional needs.

0 Asmall sensory area for children to take self—regulation breaks.

0 More details on how we adapt information, our environment and curriculum can befound
in the Accessibt‘lity Plan which you can find in the School Policies section ofour website.

How we identify, assess and review children and young pwple with SEN

Most children and young Iowple in mainstream schools will have their sloecial educationalneeds
met thmugh gaod classroom practice. This is called Ouality First Teaching.

Early Identification of Need

In deciding whether to make special education provision to support educational, social,lohysical or
emotional needs, we:

o Work in partnersh(p with Ioarents/carers, Puplls
e Consult with relevant external agencies

o Use assessment tools & materials

o Use observations

o Use Short Notes

SEN Sugport

Where a pup[l is identified as haw’ng a spectal educational need we follow a 3raduatedapproach
which takes the form of cycles of “Assess, Plan, Do, Review .

o Assessa child’s s,oecial educational needs
e Planthe provision to meet your child’s asloirations and agreed outcomes
° Doput the provision in place to meet those outcomes

o Review the support and progress
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As part of this a,oproach every child with SEN will have an individualised Suloport Plan that
describes the child's needs, outcomes & provision to meet those needs. Parents/carers and child
(where aploropriate) views are Lntegral to this process.

A small percentage of children and young people with significant learm‘ng difficulties mtght need
an assessment that could lead to an Education, Health and Care Plan. Full details can be faund
on the Local Offer website.

How children with SEN engage in all activities
We do our best to ensure that all children can access all thlngs as best we can; we do notsee SEND
as a barrier to accessing the full curriculum. We are preloared to seek advice,resources, equipment

and training when needed in order to provlde quallty—leammg experiences for our children.

How we evaluate the effectiveness of SEN provision

At Newton Hall /nfants' we hold regular reviews of children’s academic progress and attainment,
as well as the outcomes of all targets set on EHC Plans and SEN Support Plans. We also carefully
monitor how children achieve socially and ematicmally to ensure that the holistic needs of a child
are met. We consult with children and parents on a regular basis to ensure that the needs we are
ccmstantly trying to improve are met.

3. Support for Emotional and Social Development

We believe in supporting all aspects of a child'’s life, L'n.c[udmg their social and emotional
development, to ensure their successful leaming and progress. We offer a variety of support for
pupils who may need support with their social and emotional development such as: assemblies,
Relationships, Social, Health Education (RSHE) Curriculum, School Council and Gettmg Al(mg
Traming.

A clear structured behaviour Iool(cy is adhered to by the whole school, offermg a safe, caring
environment where all children thrive. Clear safeguarding Iorocedures and Ioolic[es,

4. [ooked After Children with SEN
The Headteacher / SENCO is the Designated Teacher for Looked after Children who ensures all

teachers in school understand the lmplicaticms for those children who are looked after and have
SEN.

To ensure a supportive and sympathetic induction for Looked After Children admitted toour school,
the fallawmg arrangements are in Iolace:

e Children and their carers will be invited into school to meet with the Headteacher andwill be
shown around school, introduced to staff and introduced to their Iorospect(ve classteacher and
peers.




e At least one more visit into school to spend time with their class teacher and peers will be
anourago.d before they are admitted full time. Durlng this visit the child will be suploorted by a
carer or known adultfar as long as necessary to ensure the child feels safe and secure.

e The Headteacher and/or the des[gnated teacher will meet with all carers andprafessianals
involved with the child before entry to the school.

o If the child has already been in an educational establishment then the Headteacher will liaise
with the Headteacher of the setttng.

e An individual Iolanfor transition into the school will be develope,d by the Headteacher, deslgnated
teacher, Iorofessiona[s and carers to ensure a smooth transition.

B. SEN Transition

How we support children / young 'pe,a’plo, with SEN starting our school

We are dedicated to meeting the needs of all children L'ncludtng those with Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities. We would ask parents to discuss the identified needswith the school prior
to starting so that appropriate intervention and support can be Iolanned and L‘mlolemented. Advice
from the LA or other agencies may be reguested to ensure any school can meet the needs
a,oloroloriately.

Full details of the admission arrangements can be found in the Primary and Secandary Admissions
brochure praduced by the Durham County Council.

Children and young Ioeople with an Education, Health and Care Plan (or Statement) of Sloecia[
Educational Needs follow a different admission and transfer process for a new school. Please
continue to comlolete Durham County Council’s Ioarental preference form, as part of the admission
process to a new school. You continue to have the rlght to request a partlcular school and this will
be considered alongside the information that wehave about your child'’s sloeczal educational needs.
The information would have been Iorow‘ded as part of the Education, Health and Care assessment
orfollowlng the review meeting.

We recognise that transition can be difficult for a child with SEND and take steps toensure that
any transition (s as smooth as Ioassible.
How we support children:
D Early Years staff visit all children in their nursery setting , if pcrssiblo,, priorto
induction visits.
0 New starters are invited into school to meet Receptlon staff in J'uly, where possible.
Entry is staggered into Recelotion over the first week.

How we support children / young 'peo'ple with SEN moving between classes in ourschool

As Newton Hall /nfants’ is a small school, children beneﬁt from gett[ng to know all ofthe staff.
This enables a good rapport between children and staff and also hellos staff obtain a very close
understanding of the needs of our children. Where possible visits totenew classroom are built in to
the dai[y routine well in advance to the enable the childto build relat[onshilos with the staff and
familiarise themselves with the environment.

How we support children / young peqple with SEN leavlng our school

We arrange extra support and visits for Iou,otls with SEN, in liaison with their chosenjunwr school.
We will also arrange meetings with thej'u.nlor school SENCO, staff andfamilies to ensure a smooth
transition.




6. SEN Specialist Exgerttse,
SENCO and Staff Exper‘tise

We have a highly Q,xloerle,nced team of staff who may be involved in supporting your childat Newton
Hall /nfants'. These include:

Your child’s teacher, who will always make sure that tasks set are appropriate and
accessible for your child. 7719,3 are available to you at the start and end of each day.

Teach(ng Assistants, who support all puptls in class. Our TAs also hello support groups and
individual children with their leammg.

o The SENCO (Lynne Frazer/ James Robson) co-ordinates the provision of SEN in school

' The Headteacher and one of the School Governors who works with the SENCOin leadmg
SEN in school.

The Headteacher / SENCO is also the Designated Teacher for Looked after Children who
ensures all teachers in school understand the lm,ollcations for thosechildren who are looked

after and have SEN.

o1 Sometimes school may commission Speclalist Support to work with identified children with
a partlcularfocus e.q. Sloeech and language theralolsts or Occuloati(mal theraplsts.

The school Iorow'des tralning and suploart to enable all staff to improve the teachmg andleammg
of children, an[udlng those with SEND. Individual teachers and support staff attend training
courses that are relevant to the needs of speciﬂc children in their class

e.q. SIoeech and Language Difficulties, gross motor skills and Iohcmics.

External S,pectallsts and Other Bodies

The school enjoys good War/eing relatc‘(mships with a wide range of people who pmvlde
services to children with SEND and their families.

The external s,oeclalists may:

e Actinan advisory capac[ty

e [xtend expertise of all school staff
o Provide additional assessment

e Support a child directly

° Suggest statutory assessment is advisable
e Consult with all Ioart[es involved with the child

These include:

o Durham SEND Information - Advice and Support Service
e County Durham Local Offer

e f[ducational Psychclogy Service

o Speech and Language WIQI‘G.PH

e Advisory Teachers for support and advice

*  Occupational Therapy




e (linical Psychology
o  CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service)

e School Nurse

How S,peclaltst Expe,rttse is Secured

We allocate funds from our budget to secure this speclallst advice. Each school in Durhamreceives
its school budget in Alortl, and as part of this budget there is a notional SEN amount. As such,
schools are resloonsiblo, forfun.dmg the first £6,000 of support for children with SEN — after which
they can request addition ‘Tolo Up Funds’from the LocalAuthorlty; 9e,ne,rally this is for children
with very htgh needs and often in receipt of an EHCP. In order to access these funds, the school

roduces a Costed Provision /\/\alo' - detalling the provision the child is receiving and at what cost
to the school. Parents are involved in this process and are invited to review the plans and support
timetables with school leaders.

Children in receipt of an EHCP may be allocated additional funds as part of the plan. Theuse of
these funds is discussed at the initiation of the Iolan, and durmg the review meettngs to ensure

best value is achieved.

More information about SEND finances is available within the Local Authortty Local Offer Website,
a link to which is on our school website, under Local Offer'.

7. Cansultlng with SEN Pugtls, Parents and Carers

We are committed to Wor/eing with Ioarents and carers to Ldant(fy their child’s needs andsuploort.
Parents and carers will be involved throughout the process. There is a range ofways this can be
done, for Qxample:

. Termly parents/ carers evenings;
° Ongolng discussions with a class teacher and/or SENCO:

e An 'open—door’ policy, where parents and carers are welcome to come into school todiscuss
any concerns tho,y may have;

. Through a review of a child’s SEN Support Plan or the Annual Review of their EHC Plan.

The school engages with parents on a daily basis. The Head and Deputy are present Wlthparents
da(ly, dealmg with any enquiries or concerns that there mlght be. Parents are Qngaged through:

. Open door pol(cy
. Open Afternoons/Evenmgs
e School-Based Commum’ty Events

e School Website

o Facilities to monitor children’s readmg progress from home via readlng records.




8. Compliments, Complaints and feedback

We are alwags see/emg to improve on the guallty of education we prow‘de for children with SEN
and are keen to hear from parents about their child’s experience.

Compltments are always greatly received and can be passed on either dtrectly to staff and the

SENCO, orformally in the form of a letter to the Headteacher.

We hope that com,o[amts about our SEND provision will be rare, however, in the first instance
parents should sloea/e to the class teacher or make an appointment with the SENCO / Headteacher.
Further information can be found in the Com,olamts Policg sectionaf our website or by visiting the
Durham SEND Information, Advice and Su,oport Servicewebsite http://WWW.durhamsendiass.mfo

9. Key Policies

The most important palicies for parents of children with SEN are listed below:
o SEND policy

Behaviour palicy
Egua[[ty paltcy

0 Access[b[l[ty Plan
Anti—BullyL'ng palt
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